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Bill of Rights

First 10 Amendments

The Constitution
-
                                      #4-8
-

Fourth Amendment: Limits on Searches and Seizures
    Unless the government (including the police) has good reason to, people, their homes, and their things cannot be searched or taken away. To search someone, officials must have reason to believe they will find a stolen object or discover a person breaking the law, sometimes using a warrant signed by a judge.
Fifth Amendment: Right to Due Process of Law 
   People don’t have to give evidence against themselves in court. If they have been found innocent of a crime, they can’t be tried again for the same crime.  People have to be treated fairly by the law, and may remain silent if they choose.
Sixth Amendment: Right to a Fair Trial by Jury 
     People accused of a crime can have a lawyer and a trial by a jury of regular people who listen to the facts of the case. They have to be told what they are accused of and they can ask questions about it.
Seventh Amendment: Right to a Fair Trial in Civil Cases 
     If a disagreement between people is about something more than $20.00, then they have the right to a jury trial to solve the lawsuit or dispute.

(Eighth Amendment on other side…)

Eighth Amendment: Right Against Unfair Punishment 
     People arrested on a charge can be free while they wait for trial if they pay money to the court as bail, which is a way of promising they will return for their trial.  Fines have to be fair.  And people found guilty cannot be punished in a cruel or unusual way that is not allowed by law.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
#1) What do officials need to search a person’s home for criminal items?

      ________________________________________________________.

#2) When on trial for a crime, the person does not need to speak or say anything to anyone in court, not even to the police.
        TRUE     FALSE
#3) What kind of people sit on a jury to hear cases in court?
       _____________________________________________________

#4) Which amendment allows people to sue or make a case against someone else for money?

        The __________________ Amendment

#5) What is one way that a person can try to get out of jail until their court case happens?

       ______________________________________________

 #6) SCENERIOS-

A. My neighbor had his bike stolen from his front porch and reported the

incident to the police. Later that night, a police officer knocked on our door

demanding to search our house for the missing bike. Do we have to allow

the search?
                   YES     NO
B. Police entered a man’s home with a warrant signed by a judge to search the residence for drugs.  The man refused to let the police in, but they entered anyway.  
     Is this Constitutional or Unconstitutional?

     ____________________________________________
C. On the way home from school, I stopped at the mall to buy a video game. As I was leaving the store, I was approached by a mall security guard.  He noticed my book bag and began to question me about a CD that had been reported stolen. He then began to search my bag and my backpack as well. 
     Is this Constitutional or Unconstitutional?

     _____________________________________________

D. If you are accused of a crime and must appear in court, it’s a good idea to hire a lawyer to defend and represent you.  But if you can’t afford one, the state will give you a lawyer (public defender) for free if you ask for it.

     TRUE     FALSE

E. When Richard was accused of murder, the police questioned him for six hours in a dark room with no drink or food until he finally confessed to committing the crime. 
      Is this Constitutional or Unconstitutional?

     _____________________________________________

F. When on trial, Jack refused a lawyer a pleaded guilty to the crime against him, admitting that he did it.  The judge agreed to his demands and sentenced him to life in prison.

      Is this Constitutional or Unconstitutional?

     _____________________________________________

G. When Marissa was found “not guilty” for a crime, the prosecuting lawyers thought that if they could put her on trial again in front of a different jury, they’d win this time and she would have to go to prison.  
      Is this Constitutional or Unconstitutional?

     _____________________________________________

